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3.

4.

5. , then. Though it is not that, that I should say. On the contrary.

6. A significant section of postapartheid literature finds itself less liberated from the past than engaged

in the persistent  re-emergence of  this  past.  I  argue that  much postapartheid literature written in

detection mode is distinguished by strong rather than weak or merely vestigial continuity with the past.

7. I snagged the thread that unspooled away from the woman and ran deep into the city, deep under the

city… which is how I found myself shin-deep in shit in the stormwater drains beneath Killarney Mall. Not

actual shit, at least, because the sewage runs through a different system, but years of musty rainwater and

trash and rot and dead rats and used condoms make up their own signature fragrance.

8. an updated naturalist conception of the rural terrain as the locus of the South African identity

9. There was something outlandish about the scene, although it took some time to register. Only much

later, like the sight of a star that reaches the eye long after it’s already expired, did I discover what it was:

nowhere  in  the  Devil’s  Valley  was  there  any  sign  of  a  black  or  brown  labourer.  It  might  have  been

somewhere in Central Europe, or on the moon, anywhere but in the South Africa in which I’d been living all

my life.
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